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THE EPISTLE OF ST. THOMAS 
 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church  Diocese of East Carolina 
The Rev. Jeff Douglas                              The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving 

 

Usually at this time of year, I write to wish everyone well as the summer diaspora 
begins. But this time is different. Once again the dark cloud of hate has come over us 
and rained down Death upon us. My heart is heavy from grief and my tears have 
flowed until they no longer come. I raise my voice toward the heavens and cry, 
“O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you 
‘Violence!’ and you will not save?” (Habbakuk 1:2)  Nine more people have been 
sacrificed on the altar of hate and violence and I wonder, “How long?” 

Reverend Clementa Pinckney, Senior Pastor, 
Reverend Daniel Simmons, Pastor, 
Sharonda Coleman Singleton, Pastor, 
Myra Thompson, Associate Pastor, 
DePayne Middleton- Doctor, 
Cynthia Hurd, 
Susie Jackson,  
Ethel Lance,  
and Tywanza Sanders were martyred the evening of June 17th as they 
gathered for worship at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in 

Charleston, South Carolina. The victims range in age from 26 to 87 years old.  These people died in the 
service of our Lord Jesus Christ and had come to a place where they found solace and hope and the hand of 
Death reached out to snatch them from a place where all should be safe. 
These are not the only victims of the insanity which now infects our society, they are merely the latest. Since 
the shootings at Columbine High School in 1999, there have been 37 incidents of mass shootings in our 
country including the massacre at Emanuel AME Church. And again, I cry, “How long?!” 

But there are perhaps signs of a turning tide. Symbols long associated with hate groups are now becoming 
less acceptable (at least to sell). Thousands of people joined hands in a celebration of unity and humanity in 
the very place where this violence was meant to spark racial conflict. But there is still so much more to do. 

As Winston Churchill, after General Montgomery’s victory over the Afrika Corps at El Alamein, told the 
British people, “Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of 
the beginning.” This just might inch us forward, toward the day we reclaim the dream of God where all 
God’s children live in peace and harmony, dancing joyously together, arm in arm and hand in hand, around a 
banquet feast that never ends. 

Jeff+ 

JULY 2015 
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“One of the most delightful things about a garden is the anticipation it provides.”  W.E. Johns 
 
Dear St. Thomas family, 
 
Jeff and I want to thank you for the lovely plants you have given us to remember Jeff’s mother, Phyllis 
Douglas.  Our garden is now adorned with a limelight hydrangea, a fatsia, three sedum plants and a 
sungold threadleaf false cypress.  Thanks to Martie Tayloe for the wonderful selection advice. 
 
Phyllis Douglas loved to garden.  And, she loved the anticipation of what was to come.  She planned and 
tended with great care.  Her garden just kept blooming through the summer and fall.  When I came into the 
family, Jeff’s parents had just moved into a home with a large backyard.  They soon put in a pool, but that’s 
another story.   Jeff’s mom created beauty all around that yard.  She would garden in her bathing suit and 
when she got overheated, she just dove into the pool for a swim!  I just loved that she had two things she 
loved so much in the same place! 
 
When Jeff’s parents downsized in retirement, the gardening was still very important to Phyllis but since she 
did not have as much space at home to plant, she began tending “The Mary Garden” at her church.  This 
was a space dedicated to the residents at the rest home beside the church.  Phyllis probably worked harder 
to make that garden bloom than she had at home.  She continued with that until she was just not physically 
able to continue the work.  It was about that time that she gave me the pots and stands that had been 
planted so beautifully and adorned her front porch for many years.  I am so happy to have those pots, but to 
see her give up her flowers was very sad.  In her practical way, she knew the time had come. 
 
So, you see, remembering Phyllis Douglas by planting and tending is a fitting thing.  I will do my best to care 
for these plants and watch them with anticipation. 
 
All of you are very dear to us and we greatly appreciate your care and kindness. 
 
Peace and Love,  
Beth and Jeff 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting, June 16, 2015 
Minutes 

 
The Vestry and Rector of St. Thomas met on Tuesday, June 16, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish House.  
Present were the Rector, Jeff Douglas, the Treasurer, Ernie Carter, and Vestry members, Hugh Davis, Jamie 
Johnson, Patsy Jones, Fred Liverman, Daniel McCamish, Gretchen Simons, and Mike Steczak. 
 
The Rector opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Prior Minutes.  The minutes of the June 9th called Vestry meeting were reviewed and approved with two 
minor corrections. 
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Treasurer’s Report.  The treasurer’s report for May, 2015, was read and approved.  It was also moved and 
approved that we send $500 donated by the congregation for earthquake relief to the appropriate contact in 
Nepal. 
 
Personnel.  It was moved and approved that we contact a cleaning service and engage them for a two-
month trial.  Jeff and Ernie will negotiate the fees. 
 
The intent to form a Personnel Committee will be announced in church on Sunday, June 21st, and 
volunteers for the committee will be sought.  Plans to hire a new secretary have been postponed until the end 
of summer.  Meanwhile, Jonathan Johnston will fill in as needed for both office and cleaning duties. 
 
A volunteer list will be set up to help answer the phone, check voice mail, handle fees, and deliver keys for 
the upcoming scheduled building rentals during the weeks when Jeff and Jonathan are away.  There will be 
no new rentals scheduled for the building this summer. 
 
Service.  The Soup Kitchen will be held on Thursday, June 18th and 25th; and Thursday, July 23rd and 30th. 
 
Lobster Feast will be on Friday October 9th.  It was moved and approved that the price be increased to $15 
per lobster and $25 per meal.  The price hasn’t been increased in years, and this is more consistent with what 
other churches are charging. 
 
Worship.  Jeff and Jonathan will prepare streamlined bulletins this summer.  Here is the worship schedule: 
 
July 5th – HE both services 
July 12th – Morning Prayer, both services 
July 19th – HE both services but without the musician 
July 26th – MP at 8 am and HE at 10:30 with The Rev. Elizabeth Webster; no musician 
August 2nd – MP at 8 am and HE at 10:30 with The Rt. Rev. David Bane, Jr. 
 
Education.  Carolyn Peele, the Adult Sunday School teacher, is having surgery on June 26th.  Hopefully she 
will feel better in time for this fall’s program. 
 
Pastoral Care.  The Rector has been visiting with several parishioners who are dealing with major health 
issues, as well as a death in one of the families. 
 
Jr. Warden’s Report.  It was moved and approved that we give priority to re-keying the locks and setting 
up new locks to zone off the parish house for rentals. 
 
Jeff will discuss the roof leak in the parish house with Terry Edwards Roofing Co. 
 
It was moved and approved that we replace the 50 gallon electric water heater with a new, high efficiency 
50 gallon electric unit.  Approximate cost will be $320, with Mike doing the installation. 
 
Yardwork projects will be postponed until this fall.  Long term building maintenance needs were also 
discussed.  The Vestry was reminded that up to 1/3 of the Braxton Britt money can be used to maintain the 
physical plant if required. 
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Other.  It was decided that we will not bid on the house and lot at the corner of Carolina Avenue and Main 
Street, across from St. Thomas. 
 
Calendar: 
Wednesday, June 24th – Tuesday, June 30th:  Rector Vacation 
Wednesday, July 8th – Wednesday, July 15th:  Camp Trinity 
Sunday, July 12th – Sunday, July 26th:  Musician Vacation 
Wednesday, July 22nd – Wednesday, August 5th:  Rector Vacation 
Sunday, August 9th – Thursday, August 13th:  Cooperative Vacation Bible School at the Methodist Church. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  There will be no July meeting.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, August 18, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish House. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Daniel McCamish 
Clerk 
 

Quotes to enjoy (once again): 

“To live is the rarest thing in the world. Most people exist, that is all.”  
― Oscar Wilde 
 
“Finish each day and be done with it. You have done what you could. Some blunders and absurdities no 
doubt crept in; forget them as soon as you can. Tomorrow is a new day. You shall begin it serenely and with 
too high a spirit to be encumbered with your old nonsense.”  
― Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.”  
― Anne Frank 
 
“Where there is love there is life.”  
― Mahatma Gandhi 
 
“Life can only be understood backwards; but it must be lived forwards.”  
― Søren Kierkegaard 
 
“Sometimes our light goes out, but is blown again into instant flame by an encounter with another human 
being.”  
― Albert Schweitzer 

“Whether one is rich or poor, educated or illiterate, religious or nonbelieving, man or woman, black, white, 
or brown, we are all the same. Physically, emotionally, and mentally, we are all equal. We all share basic 
needs for food, shelter, safety, and love. We all aspire to happiness and we all shun suffering. Each of us has 
hopes, worries, fears, and dreams. Each of us wants the best for our family and loved ones. We all 
experience pain when we suffer loss and joy when we achieve what we seek. On this fundamental level, 
religion, ethnicity, culture, and language make no difference.” -  Dalai Lama XIV 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS  
1 Carolyn Peele 
2 Daniel McCamish 
2 Libby Jones 
8 Dawn Carter  
13 Vicki Blanchard 
19 Fred Liverman 
20 John Michael Steczak III 
24 Edward Blanchard 
 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Carolyn, Daniel, Libby, Dawn, Vicki, Fred, John, 
and Edward, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 
goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 
 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
9 Jack and Martie Tayloe 
13 Charles and Mary C. Pierce  
16 Barbara and Rob Outland 
18 Colin and Patsy Jones 
21 Carolyn and Bubba Peele 
29 Gretchen and David Simons 
 
 
“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his 
Church:  Send therefore your blessing upon Jack and Martie, Charles and Mary C., Rob and Barbara, Colin and Patsy, Bubba 
and Carolyn, and David and Gretchen, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in 
wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Permanent Altar Flower Providers Needed 

There are open dates on the Altar Flower Schedule that need to be filled with names of permanent 
providers. If you do not currently have a permanent Sunday on the annual Altar Flower Schedule, please 
consider taking one of the open Sundays. Flowers on the altar are an integral part of the space that we 
reverently prepare for our services of worship each Sunday and as such, enhance our worship experience. 
Providing altar flowers is also a tangible expression of our gratitude to God for the gifts of special people or 
events in our lives. 

 Please contact Martie Tayloe if you can take a permanent date on the Altar Flower schedule. Call her 
at 287-5282 or email her at mlmmmt@gmail.com. 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for July 2015 
 
Acolytes 
5 Bill Blanchard and Robbie Outland 
12 Hugh Davis and Gretchen Simons 
19 Daniel McCamish 
26 Charles Sawyer 
 

Altar Flowers 
5 Flower Guild 
12 David and Julie Shields 
19 Dicky and Becky Hoggard 
26 Tom and Margaret Newbern 
   
Altar Guild 
Gretchen Simons and Julie Shields 

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays) 
1 Dicky Hoggard 
8 Jim Shotwell 
15 Peggy Vann 
22 Bubba Peele 
29 Patsy Jones 
 
Lay Readers 
5  10:30am- John Davis 
12 8:00am- Morning Prayer 
 10:30am- Jim Shotwell 
19 10:30am- Hugh Davis 
26        10:30am- Buck Suiter 
 
Ushers 
Bubba Peele and Rob Outland 

Yard Work  
5 Tom Newbern and Charles Pierce 
12 Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 
19 Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 
26 Bubba Peele and Clyde and Ann Hughes	  
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